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During the third Ibero-American summit of presidents from Spanish and Portuguese-speaking
nations, held in Brazil July 15-16, Chile and Bolivia signed a joint declaration which praised the
improvement in their bilateral relations and recognized the need to resolve territorial disputes.
The statement marks the first direct, joint public reference by those countries to their centuryold border dispute, constituting the first indication to date that territorial negotiations could soon
begin. In March and April of this year, Chile and Bolivia signed two novel commercial accords:
a joint air traffic regulation agreement that established mutual operating rights for each other's
national airlines, and a partial free trade accord that reduced or eliminated tariffs on a select group
of 100 agricultural and industrial products traded between both countries (see Chronicles 03/04/93,
03/18/93, 04/15/93). The accords the first such agreements signed between those countries in three
decades raised widespread expectation that territorial negotiations over their century-old border
dispute could be under consideration, especially since the ongoing conflict is considered a major
stumbling block in efforts to forge wider trade and cooperation accords. Following the 1879 war with
Chile, Bolivia completely lost land access to the Pacific Ocean, and in 1962, both countries broke off
diplomatic relations due to bitter disagreements over their common border. In 1975, the two nations
briefly reestablished relations, but Bolivia cut diplomatic ties again in 1978 after efforts to negotiate
a territorial accord with Chile's former head of state, Gen. Augusto Pinochet, failed. In general, the
joint declaration signed by the foreign ministers of both countries emphasizes the strides taken since
March to develop harmonious commercial and political ties. "The accords signed this year were
possible thanks to the favorable environment created by the advent of democratic governments
in both countries and their willingness to work toward mutual agreements and understanding,"
read the statement. More important, the declaration notes the existence of "important differences"
regarding territorial matters, and commits both countries to finding solutions to border demarcation
disagreements, communications problems between both countries, and consular matters such as
the elimination of visa requirements so citizens may travel freely between the two nations. The
direct reference to territorial differences is hailed as a major shift in Chile's foreign policy. Until
now, Chile had consistently refused to officially accept the existence of border conflicts, basing its
position on a 1904 treaty in which Bolivia relinquished its territorial rights to all areas taken by Chile
in the 1879 war. "By implicitly admitting that Bolivia's lack of access to the sea is an issue that still
must be discussed between both countries, Chile has for the first time recognized that a territorial
conflict exists," said Bolivian Foreign Minister Ronald McLean. "That recognition could lead to
the reopening of diplomatic relations. Our intention is to gradually work toward a solution to the
territorial dispute, but it will take time. It is a process that must be pursued side by side with efforts
to develop mutual tolerance and understanding among the public in both Chile and Bolivia, without
trying to push spectacular, instantaneous solutions." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 07/14/93;
Notimex, 07/12/93, 07/14/93, 07/19/93)
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